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the condensation very slowly went on, the general
tendency would be for the matter mostly to collect
into the neighbourhood of a centre, or in some cases
it might be into two or more centres, leaving behind
portions of matter at different distances, which, being
comparatively disentangled from the bulk of the
matter circulating round and gradually approximat-
ing to the centre of condensation, would be left
behind as a ring, the bodies forming which, if they
collided at all, would mainly collide with one
another; and while their relative motion would be
thus reduced, the comparatively large motion of
which they are possessed in common in circulating
round the centre of condensation would still remain,
so that the tendency would be towards the masses
forming a ring ultimately to collect into a single
mass forming, as we may say, a planet. At first
this would be at a very high temperature as a result
of the collisions; but when these had pretty well
come to an end, and the mass cast off had assumed
its permanent form, the collected mass would cool
down, so as to assume a moderate temperature long
before the great bulk of the matter of the patch,
which was collecting towards the general centre of
condensation, had done with its collisions.

In our various physical speculations, however far
backwards in the real or supposed chain of causation
we may go, we are obliged to stop somewhere, and